
Ain’t Misbehavin’ 

The Psychology of Scandal and Wrongdoing 

  
The Institute for Psychoanalysis Saturday 

Morning Panels 

!"#$%&'!"#!$%"! !!""#  
  
Speakers: Laura Kipnis and Jeffrey Stern.   
Discussant: Martha Nussbaum 
Location: 122 S. Michigan Avenue, Room 1323, Chicago, IL 60603 
  
Misbehavior runs rampant in our society.  A woman astronaut drives cross-
country, purportedly wearing diapers so as to avoid bathroom breaks, to 
confront and possibly kidnap her ex-boyfriendÕs lover.  A Governor known 
for his anti-crime crusading frequents high-class prostitutes.  A married 
Congressman electronically sends explicit pictures of himself to various 
women. 
 
The purpose of this panel is to look at questions such as: Why do people act 
in this way?  Are they stupid or delusional or do they want to get 
caught?  Does the public crave and love scandals or does the public abhor 
them?  What can modern psychoanalysis tell us about the personalities of 
these wrongdoers?  How should society respond to misbehavior? 
  
Laura Kipnis, MFA,  is Professor in the Department of 
Radio/Television/Film at Northwestern University.  She is a New York Times 
best-selling author whose most recent book is How to Become a Scandal: 
Adventures in Bad Behavior.  Her other books include Against Love: A 
Polemic and The Female Thing: Dirt, Envy, Sex, Vulnerability.  She is 
known especially for her thoughtful, often biting, frequently witty cultural 
criticism. 
 
Jeffrey Stern, PhD, is on the faculty of the Chicago Institute for 
Psychoanalysis, the University of Chicago, the Institute for Clinical Social 
Work, and Rush University.  Associate Editor of the Annual of 
Psychoanalysis, he has written essays in publications including Shakespeare 
Quarterly, The International Journal of Psychoanalytic Self Psychology, and 



The Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association. 
 
Martha Nussbaum, PhD, is the Ernst Freund Distinguished Service 
Professor of Law and Ethics at the University of Chicago.  She is the author 
of 17 books, including Not For Profit: Why Democracy Needs the 
Humanities; Hiding From Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law; and Sex 
and Social Justice.  She is currently writing a book to be entitled, Political 
Emotions: The Public Psychology of a Decent Society  She is one the 
countryÕs leading public intellectuals. 
  
Educational Objectives: At the end of this presentation participants will be 
able to: 1) Specify ways in which the public encourages scandal; 2) perceive 
personality constellations that underlie misbehavior; 3) prescribe approaches 
for healing or lessening wrongdoing. 
  
Target Audience: Members of the educated public, mental-health 
professionals, students and faculty. 
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